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Kia ora families and whanau, 
 

 We started the term with our fields of remembrance assem-
bly.  Thank you to all those who shared this important time 
of reflection with us.  Our assembly was run by students and 
I must thank our male head student  Piri Tohu-Hapiti in par-
ticular for his lead role in facilitating this event.  I am also 
grateful to our female head students DôLen Topia for repre-
senting the school at the Anzac day dawn service and laying 
the wreath on our behalf. We are very fortunate to have stu-
dents who have and are developing great leadership abili-
ties.  This was also evident in the activities of our Kapa Ha-
ka group.  The glow from our Kapa Haka group is still evi-
dent and it is timely to remind them of what they achieved 
and could go on to achieve if there is sustained commit-
ment.  Our best wishes are with our Sports teams who are 
currently away at Northland Area Schools tournament.  We 
look forward to their reports. 
 

I have visited most classrooms this week, and have found 
the students to be settled, focused, respectful and well 
turned out.  The uniform looks good generally and our stu-
dents look great wearing it.   For our senior students, NCEA 
qualifications are looming!  Over the next week or so, I will 
be speaking to students regarding their credit totals.  It 
would help me greatly if parents could also engage their 
sons and daughters in discussing progress to date.  For 
some students course adjustments are being processed to 
better cater for their refined and refocused vocational path-
way.  Parents will be informed of changes if this is the case 
for your son or daughter.  
 

Personally I must thank Kaipara and Arihia two of our room 
one students for allowing me to display their artwork in my 
office.  Their ónô is for nest artwork is a great example of sup-
porting foundation learning through art.   
 

óNo other success can compensate for failure in the 
homeô David. O. McKay.   As a career educator I consider 
that this well known quote has been clearly evident in the 
communities in which I have worked over the last 30 years.  

As teachers we do have great success with many students. 
We are overwhelmingly pleased when students are able to 
reach their potential in any and all worthwhile endeavours.  
Yet no matter how successful we are in helping students 
obtain success it is impossible to match the success 
achieved by students who are truly supported by their wha-
nau/family/home. We often talk about the partnership that 
ought to exist between home and school  In this regard I 
would like to share the following true story..  
 

Ben Carson said of himself, ñI was the worst student in my 
whole fifth-grade class.ò (year 6).  One day Ben took a math 
test with 30 problems. The student behind him corrected it 
and handed it back. The teacher, Mrs. Williamson, started 
calling each studentôs name for the score. Finally, she got to 
Ben. Out of embarrassment, he mumbled the answer. Mrs. 
Williamson, thinking he had said ñ9,ò replied that for Ben to 
score 9 out of 30 was a wonderful improvement. The stu-
dent behind Ben then yelled out, ñNot nine! é He got none 
é right.ò Ben said he wanted to drop through the floor.  At 
the same time, Benôs mother, Sonya, faced obstacles of her 
own. She was one of 24 children, had only a third-grade 
education, and could not read. She was married at age 13, 
was divorced, had two sons, and was raising them in the 
ghettos of Detroit. Nonetheless, she was fiercely self-reliant.  
 

One day a turning point came in her life and that of her 
sons. It dawned on her that successful people for whom she 
cleaned homes had librariesðthey read. After work she 
went home and turned off the television that Ben and his 
brother were watching. She said in essence: You boys are 
watching too much television. From now on you can watch 
three programs a week. In your free time you will go to the 
libraryðread two books a week and give me a report. 
 

The boys were shocked. Ben said he had never read a book 
in his entire life except when required to do so at school. 
They protested, they complained, they argued, but it was to 
no avail. Then Ben reflected, ñShe laid down the law. I didnôt 
like the rule, but her determination to see us improve 
changed the course of my life.ò  And what a change it made. 
By the seventh grade(year8) he was at the top of his class. 
He went on to attend Yale University on a scholarship, then 
Johns Hopkins medical school, where at age 33 he became 
its chief of pediatric neurosurgery and a world-renowned 
surgeon. How was that possible? Largely because of a 
mother who, without many of the advantages of life, magni-
fied her calling as a parent.     Adapted from a talk given by 
Tad R. Callister. 
 

I invite all parents to contact their childôs teacher(s) at any 
time to discuss how we can work together to best meet the 
needs of your child, especially how learning can be best 
supported in the home.  A formal opportunity to review your 
childôs progress and receive feed forward direction will occur 
in week 10. However you need not wait till then if you have a 
concern or would appreciate some advice now.  
 

Ka kite ano 
Phil Reynolds 



 

Admin & Community 
News  
 
Drug Dogs:  We have been 
advised to inform all caregiv-
ers that the New Zealand Po-
lice will bring drug dogs 
through the school at a time 
of their choosing. This has 
been a practice that they 
have established in schools 
throughout New Zealand to 
address concerns that com-
munities have in regard to 
the illegal use and posses-
sion of drugs.  As educators 
we are particularly con-
cerned at the destructive ef-
fect that drugs and sub-
stances have on the health 
and educational opportuni-
ties of our students. 
 

SHOW DAY MEETING:  All 
parents, caregivers and inter-
ested members of the commu-
nity are welcome to attend a 
meeting about our next show 
day.  This is being held in the 
school staffroom, Wednesday 
13 May at 5pm.  Everyone 
welcome. 
 

Student Led Conferencing 
Years 1 -8 and Academic/
Career Conferencing Years 
9-13: This will take place on 
Wednesday 24 and Thursday 
25 June. Closer to these dates 
a letter will be sent home with 
your child. It will explain what 
the conferencing will involve 
and the teacher booking 
schedule.  
 
 

Defibrillator:  The communi-
ty now has access to a defibril-
lator if required.  During school 
hours it is kept at the school 
office and at the Titoki Store on 
weekends and school holidays. 
 
Pool Keys:  Please return 
pool keys to the school office. 
 

Tunatuna Data Collection  
 
At the end of term 1 George Tuhiwai and Finnisha came into Education for Sus-
tainability classes (year 9, 10, 12 and 13ôs) with a bucket of Tunatuna (elvers) that 
George had collected from the Hydro Scheme collection tanks. 
 

They showed students how to anesthetize, weigh, measure and determine wheth-
er tunatuna were short fins or long fins. We worked to gain a sample of 100 
tunatuna for NIWA data, where only 3 of the 100 tunatuna sampled were in fact 
Longfin eels. This is a serious issue for our local catchment and local tuna popula-
tions, where our Tuna Whakaheke or long fin eels are both endemic and endan-
gered. 
 
George also talked about the tagging of tuna and students all had a turn at locat-
ing a hidden tag. Once tuna pass certain stations along our catchment or are 
found in caught tuna flesh, we can determine what waterways within catchments 
our tuna are using. This enables us to focus on ecological/habitat restoration first 
and foremost in these places. 
 
This was such a valuable learning exercise and was appreciated by all students 
who attended. 

 
 

      
 
 

Mr Bill Shepherd (N.R.C.) DôLen and Mrs Robinson  

Enviroschools Green -Gold Review  
Last term we had a review of our Green-Gold Enviroschools 

certificate.  We are very pleased to retain this standing.  Mr 

Bill Shepherd from the Northland Regional Council present-

ed the certificate.  For the review we had to present what we 

had done and what we are doing to continue our Green-Gold 

journey. 

 

²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǘŜŘ 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ 
DǊŜŜƴ-DƻƭŘ ƧƻǳǊπ
ƴŜȅΦ 
 
²Ŝ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
9ƴǾƛǊƻǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƧƻǳǊπ
ƴŜȅ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴΦ 
 
²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳπ
ƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊπ
ƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 
Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎπ
ǝŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ 



Museum Trip  
 

Last term Room 3 were learning about buildings. We found out about what they are made of and why some build-
ings are particularly important to us. On 26 of March we visited Kiwi North museum and Heritage Park, Maunu. We 
spent time looking at all the old and new buildings and the treasures they contain. It was a very interesting day filled 
with a lot of good learning. The highlight for the students was seeing the two kiwi in the kiwi house. Thank you to the 
parents who came along to help, Thomas, Kelly, Pauline and Percy. 

Room 3 students enjoying lunch in the shade at the Museum 

Lane Cove trip �± Senior P.E. Y12 -13 
 

As part of NCEA, the senior P.E. class participated in an 
achievement standard that had to analyse and manage risk in 
an outdoor activity.  The destination of choice was the lane 
cove hut.  The hut is situated in at the western end of Pek-
apeka Bay (also known as the Western Arm) in the Whanga-
roa Harbour. 
 

We hired a water taxi that carried water and other supplies to 
meet us there at the hut.  The tramp took approximately 1 İ 
hours.  The hut is located in an idyllic landscape only a few 
steps from the water and provides an excellent base for ex-
ploring the Whangaroa area. Some of the students enjoyed a 
refreshing swim and others relaxed on the deck.   
 

Mr Dunn and the boys wanted to climb and explore the 
Dukeôs nose.  The track was much harder than the one prior 
and much more treacher-
ous.  However the view 
from the top was spectacu-
lar.  Mrs McCardle stayed 
behind with the girls to relax 
at the hut.  The hut can ac-
commodate 16 people so 
we were more than comfort-
able.  We ate well, some of 
us slept well and the tramp 
back seemed much quicker.   
 

Overall the experience was 
excellent and would recom-
mend it to other keen 
trampers. 


