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Creative Writing Workshop 

Do you love writing stories? 

Join local author and creative writing 

tutor, Donna Blaber, on Thurs 20th and/

or Fri 21st April from 9am-3pm. Get in 

quick as there's only 12 per class; best 

suited to Yr5 & 6 students. $35 per day. 

For more info please visit: 

www.donnablaber.com/

schoolhols.html and follow the links to 

book. 

Action Zone Camps 

Action Zone Autumn Camp is running 

again during the next holidays (23rd-

28th April). We are a Christian camping 

organisation that has been run-

ning  camps  for 9-13 year olds (up to 

Yr8)  for the past 25 years. We run our 

camps out at Marsden Bay Christian 

Camp located in One Tree Point, North-

land. Registrations are now open. You 

can go to  

www.actionzonecamps.com               

to see details and register. 

Dates to Remember: 

10 April    Kapa Haka community        

      performance 6:30pm 

11 April    Te Tai Tokerau  Festival  

       at 5pm & 5:30pm 

13 April    Term 1 ends 

14 April    Good Friday 

25 April    ANZAC Day 

1 May      Term 2 starts. 
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Kia ora families and whanau, 

  

Here we are racing towards the end of another very full and busy term.  

Sports practices for the Area Schools regional tournament are in full swing 

as are the preparations for Te Tai Tokerau festival.   

Our Kapa Haka roopu are scheduled to perform at 5.30 on Tuesday April 

11.  The festival is at Bream Bay College so we are hoping that many of 

you will be able to enjoy the efforts of our group this year either at the festi-

val or the óDress rehearsalô public performance at school on Monday even-

ing  April10 at  6.30pm. Perhaps even both. 

 

Congratulations to our ripper rugby team who represented the school in the 

tournament held at Tikipunga.  Their outstanding sportsmanship and be-

haviour were a real credit to themselves, their whanau and to the school.  

 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our Strategic Planning Survey. 

The data is being collated and will form the basis of our draft five year plan 

discussion document. We will make this available to all stakeholders for 

further feedback.  

The whakataukǭ displayed on our school notice board  óTitiro Whakamuri 

Kokiri Whakamuaô - Look back and reflect so you can move forward , 

speaks to this current work we have undertaken.  

As I reflect on my own experiences at MAS I find myself profoundly grateful 

for the opportunity to work in and serve this community.  Moreover for what 

it has done for my own children who as former pupils now find themselves 

as university graduates, developing worthwhile careers.   

Given my personal experience it is ultimately frustrating that despite the 

outstanding accomplishments of our students in recent years that all that is 

good and praiseworthy in regards to our Kura can be dismissed by those 

who have at best a cursory and outdated knowledge of our Kura.   

A few individuals having never had an association with the school profit 

disparaging judgements and sponsor racist commentary that does great 

harm to our Tamariki while reflecting most poorly on themselves.  When 

confronted with this one student offered óHaters gonna hateô sadly I now 

know what this popular youth culture saying means in its application.  It is a 

cause of great sadness that our students are still confronted by such vile 

ideology. 

They deserve better than this! 

They deserve the very best that we as a community can offer. 

Thank you to all of you who consistently support us in this cause.  

  

Ka kite ano  

 

Phil Reynolds,  

Principal 
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Year 11,12 and 13 Art students went on a day trip to various locations within Whangarei city. The purpose of 

the trip was for the students to photograph themselves and their friends in a variety of locations and situations. 

These photographs would then be used to inform their practice throughout a series of art works. The Town Ba-

sin proved to be an excellent resource for various photo opportunities. 

We also visited Whangarei city Art gallery, Reyburn House, and the Quarry gallery. The art museum down at 

the Town Basin was especially appealing to the students. On display were some very contemporary electronic 

and visually surprising works by Robert Janke, a Maori sculptor of national repute. They also viewed a range of 

works by other Maori sculptors and potters. 

Art trip - 1st March 

Nei rǕ te mihi maioha ki a koutou katoa.  Practices are well under way with 18 staunch kaihaka attend-
ing our practices and wǕnanga.  Not only have our kaihaka been putting in the hours, people behind the 
scenes have also been working hard, cooking for us, preparing uniforms for us, organising all the logis-
tics, so to all these people, I canôt thank you all enough.  As a result of all this hard work, our school per-
formance and our community performance will both be held on Monday 10

th
 April.  Our main perfor-

mance for the Tai Tokerau Festival will be on Tuesday 11 April at 5pm and then again at 5.30pm.  Nau 
mai haere mai ki te tautoko o mǕtou kaihaka me te kura hoki.  Everyone is welcome to come along to 
enjoy our performers, our school and to support the kaupapa. 
  
We have an array of disciplines happening in our bracket this year from poi to haka, to mau rǕkau, with 
our first item dedicated to Uncle George and Aunty Marlene Tuhiwai. 
  
Ngaa mihi rawa atu 
 
Mereana Pou 
  

 

 

Kapa Haka 



Senior PE Biking/Caving Trip 

As part of an assessment, the year 12-13 P.E. 

class participated in two outdoor activties.  Moun-

tain biking and caving.  We started the day by 

choosing our mountain bikes from loop de loop 

bike rentals and then went around the loop to 

Memorial Drive.  We scaled Mount Parihaka and 

had to rest at the top before rocketing down the 

hill.  After lunch we headed out to Waipu caves 

where there seemed to be a few other schools 

and groups there.  Overall it was an excellent day 

and look forward to the next one. 

 

Snorkelling at Reotahi 

On Monday 27th February Link and Room 4 head-

ed off to Reotahi Marine Reserve to experience 

snorkelling as part of their learning and William Pike 

Challenge Award. 

Students, parent and teachers had a great time out 
in the harbour swimming amongst the fish. 

 

 

  

Ages 1-5 catered for check out our website   

for days and times www.wags.org.nz    

ALSO Specialized.       

Play Gym Therapy Sessions     

(For extra developmental support)    

Ŀ 11.45 pm   1-8yrs       

Ŀ 12.45 pm    9yrs up      

Any age and disability welcome to    

explore movement in our fully      

equipped Gym.       
   

           

5-14 Year old numbers will be capped so  

booking essential 437 6667 

wags.gym@xtra.co.nz 

April Easter Holidays   Join us on: 

Tuesday 18th - Friday 21st 

Monday 24th - Friday 28th 

Full day $40  8:30am - 4:30pm  

Half day $25  8:30am - 12:30pm; 12:30 - 4:30pm 

Bring own snacks, lunch & drinks. Lots of fun & 

things to do. There will be gym skills, arts & 

crafts, foam pit relay races, games & circuits. 

 


